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Title: The Application of Salvation (DD-10)

Purpose: To instruct the hearers of the Calvinistic Distinctives.

Introduction
In our studies of biblical doctrines, we are presently considering the Calvinistic distinctives. Already we have considered the Plan of Salvation and the Accomplishment of Salvation. Today we move to consider the Application of Salvation.

SECTION 3: THE APPLICATION OF SALVATION

· The Plan of Salvation has to do with God’s choice of saving certain sinners whom He will save from sin in Christ. The Accomplishment of Salvation has to do with what God did in Christ in order to secure the salvation of those whom He has chosen to save. Now the Application of Salvation has with what God does in actually conferring the blessing of salvation He secured in Christ.  And here there doctrines are of tremendous importance: 1) Total Depravity 2) Free Offer of the Gospel 3) Effectual Calling or Irresistible Grace. Let us look at each of these one at a time.
I. TOTAL DEPRAVITY
A. 
The objects of God’s salvation are, just like the rest, totally deprave. And we must never forget this. Therefore, if we are to understand the application of God’s salvation, we must understand what this means. 
B.
And what does total depravity mean? Negatively...
1.
Total depravity does not mean that all human beings are equally as bad and wicked and perverse.

a.
Although all human beings have the same sinful nature, and yet not become equally as bad and wicked and perverse. There are degrees of badness or wickedness. Ezk 23:11 (READ)

b.
Therefore, when we talk about total depravity, we do not mean that all human beings are equally as bad and wicked and perverse. Some are more corrupt and perverse than others.
2.
Moreover, total depravity does not mean that all human beings are not capable of doing “civil good”. 

a.
Even the unregenerate can be honest, kind, helpful, diligent, and courageous. 

b.
We see examples of this both in the Scriptures and even in our own daily experiences.

C.
So what then do we mean by total depravity? Positively…


1.
Total depravity means that the totality of man’s being (his mind, will, emotions, conscience, & even his body) has been affected by sin - not a single part has been spared from the ravaging influence of sin.

a.
Think of coffee. If you mix milk with it, then the milk affects the entire coffee, not just certain parts of it. 

b.
So also sin. It has affected the totality of our being. Not only was man’s feelings been affected, but also his will, his mind, his conscience, his body. The totality of his being has been affected by sin.  
2.
Moreover, total depravity means that man is totally unable to do anything “spiritually good”. 

a.
Rom 8:7-8 (READ). Note the language of inability.
b.
1698: Chap 16; Par. 7: “Works done by unregenerate men, although, for the matter of them, they may be things which God commands, and of good use both to themselves and others; yet, because they proceed not from an heart purified by faith; nor are done in a right manner, according to the Word; nor to a right end, the glory of God; they are therefore sinful, and cannot please God, or make a man meet to receive grace from God. And yet, their neglect of them is more sinful and displeasing unto God.”
3.
Furthermore, total depravity means that man is completely unable to savingly respond to the gospel call. 


a.
John 3:19-21 (READ). Because man by nature loves darkness rather than the Light, then they will never come to Christ in true repentance and faith. Man will do all he can to stay away from the Light.

b.
John 6:44 (READ). Note the language of inability. Man is so unbelieving, sinful, and rebellious that no one will come to Christ unless the Father draws him. And this was in spite of Christ’s perfect life, powerful preaching, and even works of miracles. 
c.
John 6:65 (READ). Some of those who followed Christ have just left Him because of His hard teachings. And Jesus repeats what He said earlier.

d.
1Cor 2:14 (READ). Man’s mind has been so affected by sin that he thinks the gospel is foolishness. He cannot really see the relevance of it

Trans: So that’s total depravity. Just like the rest, the objects of God’s salvation are totally depraved. But another important doctrine to understand in connection with the application of salvation is… 
II.
THE FREE OFFER OF THE GOSPEL
A. Their are many who argue that if man is totally depraved that he cannot and will not  savingly respond to the gospel, then why offer the gospel to just anyone? Why urge people to repent and believe in Christ that they might be saved, when they have no ability to do so? Why?
B.
What the answer?


1. 
Because man’s moral inability to repent and believe in Christ does not cancel out his duty to do it. 
a.
It is the presupposition of some that unless man has the ability to do something, then you cannot hold him responsible to do it. But this is not a sound presupposition. 

b.
If a driver is unable to drive properly because he is drunk, will you not hold him responsible if he runs over somebody?  No. The same is the case with man. Although he is drunk with unbelief and the love of sin that he is unable to repent and believe apart from God’s intervention, he still must is responsible to do it. It is still his duty and responsibility to repent and believe.

c.
Examples: Rich Young Ruler. In effect, the Lord told urge Him to repent of his darling sin, showing the fruits of it by selling everything he had & giving it to poor, and Christ urged him to believe and follow Him in order to have eternal life. But did the Lord Jesus really think that rich young ruler had the ability in him to do it? Mt 19:24-26 (READ).
d.
And so must we. Although people do not have the moral ability to repent and believe, they still must be held responsible to do it and must be urged to do it.

2.
Another reason why people must be urged to repent and believe although they do not have the moral ability to do so is because, the sinner, and not God, is the one who must repent and believe in order to be saved.
a.
It is God who alone can grant the ability to sinners to repent and believe. Faith and repentance are both gifts from God - Phil. 1:29; 2Tim 2:24-25. 

b.
But still, it is the sinner and not God who must repent and believe in order to be saved. Therefore, all are to be urged to repent and believe in the hope that God will give them the moral ability to do so.
Trans: & then a third important teaching in connection with the application of salvation, is not only total depravity, not only the free offer of the gospel, but also...
III. EFFECTUAL CALLING or IRRESISTIBLE GRACE
A. 
Now personally, I don’t like the term irresistible grace because it can give a wrong impression. For the bible teaches that there is a working of the H.S. that can be, and is often, resisted by people. Acts 7:51-53, 54, 57-58 (READ).
B.
 However, there is a work of God the Father by the Holy Spirit and through the gospel that secures a sinners saving response to the gospel. And this is best referred to as “effectual calling”.

1. 
John 6:44 (READ). Indicated here is that this drawing of the Father is effectual or certain. It will secure the response of those who are drawn. 
2.
1Cor 1:22-24 (READ). Note the three groups of people Paul mentions: the Jews, the Gentiles, and the Called from among the Jews & Gentiles. Now who are the Called? They can’t be just those who have heard the message of a crucified Messiah; for the other groups have also heard it and rejected it. So the called then must be those who, not only heard the gospel call, but have been the objects of God’s special call through the gospel. And it was that call of God that made the difference. Thus for them the message of a crucified Messiah is the wisdom & power of God.
3.
Rom 8:29-30 (READ). This call can’t be just the ordinary call of the gospel which even the non-elect hear. But it refers to an effectual call of God - a call that actually secures the saving response of the one called.

C. 
A word of caution: 

1. 
This effectual call of God must not be viewed as a violent compulsion - making someone do something against his will. But what God does is to make a person most willing to come to Christ for salvation. Ps 110:3: “ Your people will volunteer freely ( or will be made willing) in the day of your power.” A man who is very hungry need not be drag to feast to eat. And that is what God does is drawing sinners to Christ.

2.
This effectual call of God differs in its operation.

a.
This effectual call of God differs in its operation.
b.
Some are drawn in a more sudden and dramatic way like the Phil. jailer (Acts 16:31). Others are more protracted that they might not even be sure when exactly they were brought into saving union with Christ.
Trans:  As we close, let me suggest some of 

IV. THE PRACTICAL BENEFITS OF THESE BIBLICAL DOCTRINES
A. 
These truths will keep you from having an unrealistic or rosy view of the work of evangelism.

1.
 Since people are totally depraved, don’t ever think that unbelievers are just dying to hear from you the gospel of salvation. Apart from God’s saving intervention, people will never receive the message you have to share. In fact, in many instances, you will find fierce opposition & persecutions.
2.
Isn’t this what the apostles and early Christians faced? What did people do to Christ? to Stephen? to Paul? 

3.
This biblical truths will infuse in us a biblical realism into our gospel endeavors. 

B. 
These truths will also drive us to our knees to pray for those whom we are evangelizing.

1. 
For if man, although fully responsible, is unable to even repent and believe, then we will cry to God to intervene to make them willing in the day of His power.
2.
Whitefield, after preaching for many hours during the day, would spent much of the night pleading to God that his hearers might be granted repentance and faith.
C.
These truths will also keep us from the temptation to manipulate people in our work of evangelism.

1. 
Its amazing the lengths people go to manipulate people in their work of evangelism. All sorts of psychological pressures and gimmicks are used to manipulate someone to make a “decision”.

a.
Some pastors encourage the singles to date with unbelievers & then woo them into the church.

b.
Others water down the demands of the gospel and discipleship so as to make it very easy for people to make a “decision”. And those who are interested are no longer urged to count the cost of discipleship 1st.
c.
Others would not omit biblical teachings that are offensive to people so as not to discourage people to commit themselves to Christ.
2.
But these biblical truths we have been considering will keep you from the temptation of doing that. For you know that with men, it is impossible to truly repent and believe, and with God, all things are possible. 1Thes 2:1-6 (READ).

D. 
These truths will leave us nothing to boast in ourselves, but everything in God - 1Cor 1:30-31 (READ). 
Conclusion: So by all means let us let these truths dwell richly in our hearts - & let us not rob others of the practical benefits of them by not sharing & proclaiming them.

